
Try something new. 
True, these movies are old. But they’re new to you! New 
characters, places and perspectives! Watching old movies 
is a fun way to try something different without going over 
the edge. It’s also a great way to enjoy movie night without 
watching the same movies over and over.

Watching old film is a great way to 
discover things about yourself. 
Classic film (and film in general) beautifully encompasses 
many different aspects of art. If you’re fascinated by the 
politics and story of All the President’s Men, there’s a good 
chance you’re really into history. If you find yourself 
laughing at the irrationality of The Time Machine, you 
may want to take your science class more seriously. If the 
dialogue of Casablanca sends shivers up your spine, then 
try your hand at writing or reading more. Even if you have 
already discovered these loves, classic film is another way to 
express your existing passions. 
	
Catch inside-film-watcher 
jokes in modern movies. 
Many modern day movies and TV episodes will nod 
to classic film in their content. You know when Buddy 
the elf stands on the Brooklyn Bridge looking over 
the water? That’s a reference to 
It’s a Wonderful Life. Wall-E the 
robot spins around a lamppost, 
which is a reference to Gene Kelly in 
Singing in the Rain.

Know your movie history. 
You may feel that Citizen Kane, Psycho 
and High Noon aren’t the flashiest 
movies, but if you really evaluate 
them, you’ll see an amazing amount 
of innovation and incredibly complex 
camera techniques. In fact, modern 
filmmakers have been building upon 
the ideas and revolutionary steps of 

classic filmmakers. Meticulous planning took place to keep 
viewers in the midst of the real nuts and bolts of storytelling. 
The effects, camera angles and genres of contemporary 
movies were inspired and made possible by classic film. 
For example, Cartoon/real-life actor interactions were made 
possible by the work in Mary Poppins, Anchors Aweigh and 
Who Framed Roger Rabbit. Movie sequences with a larger-
than-life character are based on the work from 
The Incredible Shrinking Man. 

Listen for God. 
During the time that classic films were made, morals 
and ethics were more commonly agreed upon, and there 
was a stronger understanding of the importance of the 
church. Because of that, Christian morals and insights 
can be drawn from scenes in classic film, even if that was 
not the exact intention. For instance, a strong theme of 
justice, responsibility and good vs. evil can be seen in 
the conversation between Father O’Flaherty and Colonel 
Kappler in Scarlet and the Black. 

These are just a few good reasons for you to put aside 
Valentine’s Day and try a classic film instead. Many classic 
films are available on Netflix, can be found at the library or 
by tuning into TCM (Turner Classic Movies). So, a whole 
new set of movies awaits you! In the words of Rick Blaine, 
“Here’s looking at you kid.”

You may Like This Classic
Planet of the Apes (1968)

Superman (1978)
Patton (1970)

Tootsie (1982)
Breakfast at Tiffany’s (1961)

West Side Story (1961)
Duel (1971)

To Kill a Mockingbird (1962)
The Most Dangerous Game (1932)

The Red Shoes (1948)
High Noon (1952)

Roman Holiday (1953)

If You Like this Modern Movie
I am Legend
The Amazing Spiderman
Zero Dark Thirty
Mrs. Doubtfire
The Five Year Engagement
Les Miserables (2012)
Shutter Island
The Help
The Hunger Games
Black Swan
3:10 To Yuma (2007)
First Daughter

With movie ticket prices sky-rocketing and DVDs 
becoming worn out, you’re probably in the market for a 
good movie. Before you break out Braveheart or 
27 Dresses for the millionth time, take a look at a classic! 
Classic films are often over-looked - some people think 
they’re boring because they’re used to today’s films 
that are high in CGI and special effects. Here are a few 
reasons why you should take a look at classic movies:

More Than 
Just a Movie
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